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The Minutes of the Meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council held on Tuesday November 18th 2008 in Lea Village Hall.    Commencing at 19:30 hours.
161/08:   Present: Cllr J M Cull; (In the Chair), Cllrs A W Barnes; M J Crockett; B E Gore; A P Fuller;   S Hunt and N T Maidment.  
               In attendance: Cllr Mrs C A Soden, Cllrs V Vines.

     162/08:   Apologies: Cllrs.  Mrs P J Mounsey;  (Indisposed) & Mrs D Woods.   Cllr T R Sturgis
                    Resignation: The Chairman advised the Members that Cllr D Woods had resigned due to work pressures

163/08:   Declarations of Interest: Cllr Barnes declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 10 c.

164/08:   Public Questions: No members of the Public present.    
165/08:   Minutes: The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday September 15th 2008 (Folios 632/633/634/635/636), having been circulated were taken as read and signed as true and correct record.  The Chairman signed the Minutes.   
166/08:   104/08:  Action Points:
            73/08 35/08:  Lea Village Hall: Agenda item.
Village Drain Survey:   No progress.
44/08:  Nationwide/Portman: Agenda item.
167/08:   Correspondence: 

      WCC:   Parish Steward’s programme for autumn 2008.  Dates on Agenda

        WCC:    Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

        WCC:    Rural Facilities Survey.

        WCC:     New Parish Steward – Rhys Lewis.

        WALC:  October Newsletter – Training for CiCLA; Training Event for New Cllrs – Fully    Booked; Alternative names and styles for Parish Councils; Freedom of Information Act – New Model Publication Scheme; Empowerment White Paper; Public Liability for Bonfire/Firework events.

        WALC:  Annual report 2007 – 2008.

        WALC: November Newsletter – Section 137 Limit for 2009/2010.  £6:15 per elector;

2008/2009:  Interim Salary Award for Local Council Clerks.  Matter referred to arbitration.  2.45% Employers offer to be paid pending outcome of arbitration; WALC Website – New members’ user name and password; Involving young people ‘Take the Challenge’ training event December 9th at Community First, Devizes; Survey of local councils on banking crisis.                               

        WCC: Adverse weather leaflet.   

        Wilts Wildlife:  Tree Warden Scheme.

        NWDC:  2009/2010 Precept Form.

        M&VCAP: Community Survey Form 2009 -2013

        MWWG Flooding: Newsletter Issue 4

        CASCADE: Community Housing Needs.

        WCC: Wiltshire Wayfarer Autumn 2008 issue.

        WCC: Parish Newsletter November 2008 – circulated by e-mail.

        NWDC:  Civic Carol Service and Valediction - December 7 2008.  Malmesbury Abbey   6:30 p.m. Cllr & Mrs Cull have accepted the Invitation. 

        Equality & Human Rights Commission:  Newsletter No 5.
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        NW Citizens Advice Bureau: E-mail acknowledgement & thanks for donation

        Cllr Soden: replacement of missing road signage.

S&C Slatter: New Business Development Manager – Dave Drury.
FOAM: Athelstan Museum – Appeal for Funds.  RESOLVED to donate £25:00.  Proposed by     Cllr Crockett and Seconded Cllr Fuller. 
 168/08:   Police Matters:   No report – No attendance
 169/08:   Planning Matters:

    a)  Minutes: 

The Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday October 21st 2008 (Folio’s   637/638) having been circulated were taken as read and signed as a true and correct record. The Chairman signed the Minutes.
         b)  Planning applications for consideration and comment:

      i)  08/02471/FUL – Coombe Green Farm, The Street, Lea.  SN16 9PA

Proposed conversion of Barn to Dwelling.  Site considered outside Framework Boundary Line not connected with agricultural/forestry use. Barn has not been in residential use therefore not compliant with H8 nor it was felt, does the application fully meet the criteria of BD6 of the Local Plan 2011.    
ii) 08/02329/FUL – Redcroft, Swindon Road, Lea, Malmesbury SN16 9NQ

Erection of 2 storey extension & External Alterations & Erection of new detached garage with Studio above.  Not in keeping with host dwelling due to size, location and scale which is detrimental to character of rural amenity.  Therefore considered not to be compliant with H8, clause 9.27. Refusal recommended of grounds of scale and size of proposed extension.
Amended Plans:

i)  08/02227/COU – The Old Farmhouse, Park Lane, Garsdon. SN16 9NP

Amended certificate of Ownership.  Noted. 

ii)  08/02231/FUL – Penylan, Little Badminton Lane, Lea. SN16 9NG

Reduction in size of garage and store which has been moved further back from highway.
       Reduced pitch of the roof.  Position of entrance moved and created an improved turning area. The existing shrubs and bushes will be retained, the Leylandi has been removed.    Changes noted

   c)   Planning Applications approved:

            i) 08/02150/TCA – Church Hayes, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PE

            Removal of 5 No Leylandi at rear of Sunlea.  Consent granted 29 October 2008.
            ii ) 08/02206/TCA Brillscote Farm, the Street, Lea. SN16 9PF 

                  Fell 1 Chestnut Tree.   Consent granted 3 November 2008.

170/08:    Rights Of Way:

 i)   Footpath 11 – No action taken at this time, Mr Taylor not yet visited.    Action/JC                                                        
             ii)  Footpath 32 – Clerk to write to adjacent Landowners regarding overgrown hedges.
             iii) Footpath 1 – Parish Steward had cut brambles etc.  Needs new stile.
171/08:   Allotments:                                                             

              i) Allotment Rentals – Lea 2009:  Rental of £9:00 per plot confirmed following allowance against next year’s rental.

                 ii) General Condition: No report.
            iii) Allotment rental – Cleverton 2009: Cllr Barnes having declared an interest withdrew from the meeting.  RESOLVED, after discussion to maintain rental at £20:00 for 2009. Cllr Barnes returned to the meeting.
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172/08:    Meetings: 
                  a) Dev. Con.   No matters of concern to us.
              b) Area 1 meetings/Area Board. There was to an Area 1 meeting which would precede a Pilot Board Meeting on November 19th.  The Chairman and the Clerk would attend.             c)  M&VCAP: Survey forms were being circulated throughout the Partnership Area to all groups seeking information towards the new Community Plan. 
173/08:   Jubilee Playing Field:                                                               
            a): Minutes: The minutes of the JPFJMC meeting held on October 21st 2008 were noted. 
                    No matters for action.  Agenda covered all points.   

            b)  Inspection Reports:  The supporting pole was missing again.  Cllr Crockett reported that the dead tree and one end of the climbing frame had been removed.  
            c): Additional Equipment: NWDC made a 100% grant towards an “Orbit” roundabout with provision for 1 wheelchair user at £7,526:00 from Playdale. Order to be placed. Contractors to noted state of ground and to exercise care when installing. 
              Safety grass surface under Junior Swing for self installation at £730:00 from Playdale and £735:00 from Wickstead + VAT in each case.  Clerk to seek funding 50% from Area 1.  Get written quote.  
d) Ground Maintenance 2009: Tenders being sought for return by December 12th. In 3 sections a) Main tender; b)   Allotments & Playing Field hedges; c) Area currently cut by NWDC which we may be offered to us by Unitary Authority with attached funding.

  Flexibility to offer small contractors monthly settlements rather than 3 payments per season was agreed.   

 174/08:  Highway Matters:
            a) Parish Steward: Village visit had taken place on November 4th/5th & 6th and would again     visit the parish on December 3rd/4th & 5th.  Work sheets would be prepared.
             b) Lovett Farm Lay-by:  Grass poorly cut, central portion left uncut.  Clerk to follow up. 

             c) Crabmill Lane: Pipe runs blocked; Vactor required too attend.  Clerk to follow up. 
 175/08:  Finance:

            a) Budget/Payment Statement: The Statement as at date of meeting had been circulated and was accepted by those present. 
b) 6 Monthly Bank reconciliation: An independent check had revealed that all was in order.   

c) SLCC Training Seminar:  Approval for attendance on December 4th.  Cllr’s Cull and Gore together with the Clerk at £115:00 + Vat.
c): Payments: 

        Members resolved that the following accounts which had been paid between meetings were correct, having been checked and countersigned as required. Cheque No 000401 NW Citizens Advice Bureau – Donation S137 £100:00. Cheque No 000402 Nationwide BS £450:00 - £400:00 re deposit & £50:00 Parish Shed Fund. Cheque No 000403 Playsafety Ltd. £88:13 Inc VAT – Playing Field Inspection fee.  
d) Accounts for payment: Cheque No 000404 J M Cull (Reimbursement for Signage on Notice Board) £18:00. Cheque No 000405 £13:03 Wessex Water – Allotment water rates. Cheque No 000406 Sodexo LT £1,285:34 Inc VAT Final Ground Maintenance
payment.  Cheque 000407 Cancelled. Cllr Crockett did not require payment for daffodil bulbs. Cheque No 000408 SLCC £135:12 inc VAT - Training Seminar The accounts in respect of these five matters were checked, countersigned and approved for payment. 
e) K6 Phone Boxes: The contract for the purchase of the Lea and Garsdon phone boxes had been signed and forwarded to BT for action. The power supply could only be disconnected once we had completed the contract.  This would be done by SEB. Cllr Fuller indicated that he would paint the boxes in due course.  Paint of appropriate colour to be obtained.
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f) Budget 2009/2010: The proposed Budget for the upcoming financial year was discussed. 

This took account of the 2.45% interim salary award for the Clerk in 2008/2009 plus 3% for 2009/2010. A general increase in costs had been taken account of. The final figure would depend on the tenders for ground maintenance and was estimated be £8,844:00.       
              g) Balances of accounts as at Sept 31st    and as at date of meeting are as follows:
             September 30th 2008.   PC Lloyds TSB C/a: £3,085:51.        PF Lloyds TSB C/a: £   264:45

            PC Nationwide dep/a/c     £7,533:94.                       PF Nationwide dep/a/c         £10,674:41

            November 18th   2008   PC Nationwide dep/a/c:  £7,983:94. PC Lloyds TSB C/a: £2,630:15.  
         PF Lloyds TSB C/a: £   264:45.                           PF Nationwide deposit                £10,674:41

176/08:   Nationwide: Due to Cllr Maidment’s wish to leave the meeting early the matter of the Nationwide Building Society was brought forward.  The Clerk withdrew from the meeting. The Members discussed the response from the Financial Ombudsman and in view of his comments there was a unanimous decision that the matter be resolved in the following manner. The bonus payment applicable to the Parish Clerk’s personal account should be paid as though the account had been “free standing” and the remaining bonus amount be divided between the Parish Council and Playing Field accounts in proportion to the level of the account at the time of the award.  This action was in accordance with the file note prepared and  circulated by the Chairman. The file was now closed on this matter.


                    Cllr Maidment withdrew from the meeting at 8:45 p.m.      The Clerk returned to the meeting. 
177/08:     Lea Village Hall:   
                    a) Management Agreement: The revised Draft Agreement had been submitted to the Chairman of LVHMC. A meeting had been held on November 14th at which the agreement was signed, with each party keeping a copy.  Estimates had been obtained for various repairs.  The matter of the drainage had been discussed with Highways and Wessex Water.  They would need to carry out surveys and assessments.  It had been agreed that as result of this contact that LVHMC would accept the estimate for £250:00 and have the outflow pipe feed into the adjacent drot.

178/08:      Passenger Transport Group:       No report.           
 179/08:      Information items:

           a) Abandoned Van: The Transit van in School Lane had been removed.

           b) Dog Fouling Signs – Pembroke Green:  The NWDC Dog Warden had been requested to provide signs at the northern end of Pembroke Green advising dog owners not to let their dogs foul the pavements. No action at time of this meeting
              c) Bus Stop Special Kerb:  Noted that this work had yet to be completed at “The Cedars”             
               d) Minute Books: The minute book covering the period 1995 – 2006 inclusive are to be   lodged with the Swindon & Wiltshire Archive Centre in Chippenham.

180/08:    DATE of Next Meeting:   RESOLVED that the next meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish    Council be held on Tuesday December 16th 2008, in Lea Village Hall.   The meeting will commence at 19:30 hours.                      Cllr Fuller tendered his advance apology for absence. 
In the absence of any further items for discussion the Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the proceedings at 21:00 hours.

Signed:                                                                                          Date:

